
 

 

Dear Students, Parents/Guardians: 
 

As Principal of AcadeMir Charter School West it is my pleasure to welcome everyone to the 

2020-2021 school year. For many of you, it is a warm welcome back to ACSW; for other 

families, it is a brand-new educational journey for your children, and we welcome you to the 

ACSW family. I hope your summer has gone well and that you are all excited for the beginning 

of the new school year. I look forward to an exciting year as we collectively strive to foster a 

culture of academic excellence and 21
st
 century learning environment that is sure to yield 

positive student achievement. 

We are living through unprecedented times. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected every aspect 

of our lives and will continue to do so for months to come. However, the ACSW faculty and staff 

remains committed to providing relevant and research based instructional opportunities for our 

students. Despite all the challenges faced this past year we achieved extraordinary achievements 

maintaining our High Performing School Status and demonstrated that our teachers and students 

can achieve high levels of exemplary academic achievements. This past year we had the distinct 

honor of having the co-designation of a portion of SW 149th Avenue with 26th Street as 

“AcadeMir Way.” Additionally, this past year we set sail to concur GOLD as we sought to 

obtain S.T.E.M Designation through COGNIA National Accreditation and we superseded 

expectations becoming a Nationally S.T.E.M Designated School of Excellence. ACSW was also 

awarded Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Distinguished School Award for our commitment to 

increasing student access, engagement, and achievement in a STEM based program. 

In our commitment to safely return students to the physical school building, the school has 

devised a reopening of schools’ plan through the recommended Phases 1-3 of The Plan for 

Florida's Recovery. The school has made many changes and upgrades to the school building to 

ensure a safe return to school when in phase 2. Additionally, we have developed a remote 

learning plan which focuses on major improvements to our live remote learning model, utilizing 

core curriculum, a comprehensive collection of online content and digital resources that students 

can access via the Google Classroom platform. The school has created a school website to help 

students transition to the live remote learning instructional model. For those students who do not 

have access to personal computers, the school will issue laptops to students in need of a personal 

device, to ensure that our students educational opportunities continue while remotely learning 

from home. 

Back to School Orientations: I look forward to meeting our new students and welcoming our 

returning students and their families during our Virtual Back to School Orientation Meetings. I 

encourage all families to attend as you will have an opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and 

be informed with changes and expectations for remote learning. Please refer to the chart below 

for date(s) and times of your set orientation meeting.  

Grade Levels Dates Times 

3
rd

 - 5
th

 Grade August 19, 2020 4:00 pm  

K – 2
nd

 Grade August 20, 2020 4:00 pm 

 
 

Mission to Excellence 

Dear Students & Parents/Guardians: 
 

As Principal of AcadeMir Charter School West it is my pleasure to welcome everyone to the 2020-

2021 school year. For many of you, it is a warm welcome back to ACSW; for other families, it is a 

brand-new educational journey for your children, and we welcome you to the ACSW family. I hope 

your summer has gone well and that you are all excited for the beginning of the new school year. I 

look forward to an exciting year as we collectively strive to foster a culture of academic excellence 

and 21
st
 century learning that is sure to yield positive student achievement. 

We are living through unprecedented times. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected every aspect of 

our lives and will continue to do so for months to come. However, the ACSW faculty and staff 

remains committed to providing relevant and research based instructional opportunities for our 

students. Despite all the challenges faced this past year, we achieved extraordinary achievements 

maintaining our High Performing School Status and demonstrated that our teachers and students can 

achieve high levels of exemplary academic achievement. This past year, we had the distinct honor of 

having the co-designation of a portion of SW 149th Avenue with 26th Street as “AcadeMir Way.” 

Additionally, we set sail to conquer GOLD as we sought to obtain S.T.E.M Designation through 

COGNIA National Accreditation and we superseded expectations becoming a Nationally S.T.E.M 

Designated School of Excellence. ACSW was also awarded Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 

Distinguished School Award for our commitment to increasing student access, engagement, and 

achievement in a STEM based program. 

In our commitment to safely return students to the physical school building, the school has devised a 

reopening of schools’ plan through the recommended Phases 1-3 of The Plan for Florida's Recovery. 

The school has made many changes and upgrades to the school building to ensure a safe return to 

school when in Phase 2. Additionally, we have developed a remote learning plan which focuses on 

major improvements to our live remote learning model, utilizing core curriculum, a comprehensive 

collection of online content and digital resources that students can access via the Google for 

Education platform. The school has created a school website to help students transition to the live 

remote learning instructional model. For those students who do not have access to personal 

computers, the school will issue laptops to students in need of a personal device, in an effort to 

ensure that our students educational opportunities continue while remotely learning from home. 

Back to School Orientations: I look forward to meeting our new students and welcoming our 

returning students and their families during our Virtual Back to School Orientation Meetings. I 

encourage all families to attend as you will have an opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and be 

informed with changes and expectations for remote learning. Please refer to the chart below for 

date(s) and times of your set orientation meeting.  

 
 

First Day of School and School Hours for Students:   As we approach the first day of school, we understand the 

importance of ensuring everyone is informed with the most accurate and timely information, including what 

changes to expect when school begins.  Therefore, the school start date for students is Monday, August 24, 2020, 

when classes will begin in a remote learning environment for all students. Students are expected to be logged into 

google classroom meet by 8:30 a.m. in full uniform ready to learn.  

 



First Day of School and School Hours for Students:   As we approach the first day of school, 

we understand the importance of ensuring everyone is informed with the most accurate and 

timely information, including what changes to expect when school begins.  Therefore, the school 

start date for students is Monday, August 24, 2020, when classes will begin in a remote learning 

environment for all students. Students are expected to be logged into google classroom meet by 

8:30 a.m. in full uniform ready to learn.  
 

 

 

 

Classroom assignments will be posted on your child’s MDCPS student portal, in addition your 

homeroom teacher will be emailing you a welcome letter providing a link to your child’s Google 

Classroom. Students will attend school from 8:30-2:30 p.m. for grades K – 1
st
 grades, and from 

8:30- 3:30 p.m. for grades 2
nd

 – 5
th

 every Monday – Friday, except for Wednesday’s which will be 

a school wide early release day; K-1
st
 at 2:00 p.m. and 2

nd
 –5

th
 at 2:30 p.m. A typical day in the 

live remote-learning instructional model students will participate in live classroom sessions with 

their teachers, collaborate with peers, complete independent work, attend live remote learning 

sessions with elective/special area teachers, have a lunch break, recess, and brain breaks to reduce 

screen time. As conditions improve, it is possible that on Monday, October 5, ACSW students 

whose families chose to, may return to the schoolhouse may do so, while those who have chosen 

to learn from a distance will experience no change and can continue to learn remotely from home.  

We recognize that schooling during COVID-19 is certainly going to be different as we adjust and   

learn to navigate a new normal. However, we will continue to facilitate the continuity of education 

for all through remote learning, what does remain constant is my goal to ensure that every student 

is provided the highest quality education possible in a safe and nurturing learning environment. 

My faculty and staff are also completely committed to delivering a world-class education to every 

student we serve. I am confident that together we can help stop the spread of COVID-19 and keep 

our community healthy and safe, allowing for a safe physical reopening of schools. Once again I 

welcome each of you to a new school year and know that I am committed to making sure every 

child is fully supported, engaged and safe as we launch on a “Mission to Excellence” to achieve 

academic success in the 2020-2021 school year.  Our school staff looks forward to working with 

you and your children to make this the most successful year ever!  

 

Kind Regards,  

 

Olivia Bernal    
Olivia Bernal, Principal   

AcadeMir Charter School West 
 


