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ACADEMIR CHARTER SCHOOL WEST 
"Expect Excellence" 

To: Parent/Guardian(s) 

From: Ms. Bernal, Principal 

Re: Mandatory Summer Packet 2019 

Between the end of one school year and the start of the next, every student risks summer 
learning loss. That is why AcadeMir Charter School West is committed to promote learning over 
the summer break. We believe in the importance of reading to strengthen fluency, vocabulary, 
phonics, and comprehension throughout the summer, as well as reinforcing concepts learned in 
math and science. Therefore, Summer Assignments are once again upon us. 

For the 2019-2020 school year, it is mandatory that all students: 

• Read the Required Summer Reading book for his/her entering grade level

• Complete the book report for book assigned with parent/guardian assistance as needed

• Complete the entire Summer Booklet as they will be collected the first week of school. 
Failure to complete these assignments will result in the student receiving zeros. 

Have a great summer! 
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Required Summer Reading 2019-2020 

Flush 

By: Carl Hiaasen 

Noah's dad is sure that the owner of the Coral Queen casino boat is flushing 

raw sewage into the harbor-which has made taking a dip at the local beach 

like swimming in a toilet. He can't prove it though, and so he decides that 

sinking the boat will make an effective statement. Right. The boat is pumped 

out and back in business within days and Noah's dad is in the local lock-up. 

Now Noah is determined to succeed where his dad failed. He will prove that 

the Coral Queen is dumping illegally ... somehow. 



Flush 

by Carl Hiaasen

Book Report 

Chapters 1-3 

1. What is the Coral Queen? What happened to it?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did Noah’s dad feel that he had to take action against Dusty Muleman?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why is this an environmental problem?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How did Noah’s dad (Mr. Underwood) know that the Coral Queen has been dumping sewage

illegally? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. At the end of Chapter 2, the children see something lying on their mother’s bed. What is it, and

why is it bad? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What legend do some people believe about the Florida Keys?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 4-6 

1. What does Jasper Jr. do to Noah under the bridge at Snake Creek?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What did Abbey overhear her mother ask Mr. Shine?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does Paine Underwood want Lice to do in exchange for his skiff?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. When Noah and Lice meet up with Jasper Jr. and Bull, what does Lice make Jasper Jr. do?



________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why do Noah and Abbey sneak out of their house in the middle of the night? What do they see?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What is the headline in the Islander Examiner? Why is the article so embarrassing to the

Underwood family? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why does Lice not pick up the skiff as planned?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What surprising thing does Shelly tell Noah at the end of chapter 6?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 7-9

1. What does Noah discover about the sewage tank?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How does Shelly plan to help Noah nail Dusty Muleman?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does Paine Underwoon have to agree to do so that Dusty Muleman will drop the charges

against him? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What plans did the sheriff have for Mr. Underwood in the morning? Why isn’t he in trouble with

the law? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapters 10-12 

1. When Shelly visits the Underwood family at home, what news does she give them?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do Noah, Mr. Underwood, and Mrs. Underwood leave their house in the middle of the night?



________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Where do the three Underwoods go looking for Abbey, and where do they eventually find her?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why does Paine Underwood go back to jail?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does Shelly tell Noah and Abbey about a man named Billy Babcock?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 13-15 

1. How do Noah and Abbey escape from Jasper Jr. and Bull?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the code name for Noah and Abbey’s secret plan to nail Dusty Muleman, and why is this

the perfect name for their mission? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Exactly how will Noah, Abbey and Shelly carry out their plan?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 16-18 

1. Why do Noah and Abbey have trouble escaping in Rado’s dinghy?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who rescues Noah and Abbey?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Where has Grandpa Bobby been all these years, and what has he been doing?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why does Grandpa Bobby return to the Keys?

________________________________________________________________________________________________



5. What does Grandpa Bobby give Noah to reward him for his bravery?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What do we find out really happened to Lice?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does Jasper Jr. finally give Noah?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 19-21 

1. What does the Coast Guard do to Musty Muleman?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Where does Grandpa Bobby plan to go? Why does he have to go?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How much does Dusty get fined for dumping his holding tank in the basin?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What crime to the police accuse Mr. Underwood of committing?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What happened to the Coral Queen?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How does Mrs. Underwood prove that her husband is innocent?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Who was responsible for the damage to the Coral Queen?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What does the Underwood family see at the end of the book?

________________________________________________________________________________________________



Building a Bridge

Building a Bridge
by R. Howard

Summer vacation had just begun, and Alex and Maria were ready to spend all day outside. 
They decided to walk to the neighborhood park, where there was a river that they liked to 
swim in when it was particularly hot. Alex and Maria began to sweat as they walked, even 
though their house was only ten minutes away from the park's entrance.

When they got to the river, they saw that it was too shallow to swim in. The rocks that made 
up the bed of the river were even poking out of the water in some places, glistening in the 
sun. Alex and Maria were frustrated. On the other side of the river, about fifty yards away, and 
in a welcoming courtyard, there was a fountain spewing water in beautiful arcs.

"We should go play in the fountain," Maria said.

"How will we get there?" asked Alex.

They thought for a moment. They knew if they walked upriver, they would eventually come to 
a walkway that crossed the river, but it was so hot, and they were eager to get to the fountain.

Maria looked around the grassy riverbank and noticed a few logs and branches lying close to 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.




Building a Bridge

the water. "We could build a bridge!" she said. She ran over to a thick tree branch that looked 
long enough to be placed across the river. Together, she and Alex hefted the branch onto 
their shoulders and walked it to the water. Here, they stopped. How would they get the branch 
across?

Maria suggested throwing it down into the water and seeing if it reached the other side. That 
seemed imprecise to Alex - what if the branch did not reach the other side of the river, and 
got stuck or swept away by the water? Then they would be unable to walk all the way across 
the river.

Maria wondered if they could measure the distance from the riverbank they stood on to the 
other shore. They put the log carefully down and decided to test the distance with lighter, 
thinner branches. They found a few wispy branches by the spot where they had first found the 
log, and they tied the branches together using their hair bands.

On their first attempt, they tied two branches together and went back to the river to test the 
length. The branches barely reached the center of the swirling water. After tying two more 
branches together to the initial branches, Alex and Maria were able to get the thin makeshift 
model bridge to touch the far bank.

"Hooray!" Maria said. "Now we know how long the log needs to be."

They set the tied branches on the ground next to the log. The log was luckily the exact length 
of the tied branches. Now Alex and Maria had to figure out how to make sure the log was 
secure on both sides of the bank before they walked across it to reach the other side of the 
river.

"I know!" Alex said. She began to gather thinner branches, like the ones they had tied 
together, which were pliable and easy to bend. She twisted them together into a tight bundle, 
then laid them horizontally across the edges of the log. Then she and Maria hauled some of 
the stones out of the river and placed them on the branches on either side of the log. In this 
way, they were able to stabilize the log-at least on one side-in order to run across.

When Alex and Maria got to the other side of the river, they secured the other side of the log 
with more branches and rocks, and looked back at their handiwork. It had been a good day's 
work, but now they were free to enjoy the cool water in the fountain.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.




Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?

Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?
by ReadWorks

Have you ever heard this quote: "Build a better mousetrap, and the world will beat a path to 
your door."

In the United States, these words are commonly credited to Ralph Waldo Emerson, one of the 
great American thinkers of the 19

th

 century. The quote is often used to describe how one 
should become a successful inventor. The idea is that brand new solutions to unsolved 
problems aren't necessary for success. Most inventors can simply come up with slightly better 
solutions and find success by staying ahead of the game.

However, the quote is inaccurate. Emerson never actually said these words, and when people 
recite this quote, they're continuing one of the greatest misinterpretations of our time. 
Originally, Emerson described people's desire to have the best product-for example, corn, 
pigs, chairs or knives. Over the years, the words "better mousetrap" found their way into the 
quote, and the effect has been so strong that the mousetrap is now the most reinvented 
device in United States history.

What exactly makes for a "better mousetrap"? A quick look at the market for mousetraps 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.




Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?

reveals a great variety of solutions. T-Rex traps, glue traps, catch traps, and bait-less traps 
are just a few examples. But what makes any of these mousetraps better than the others? Is 
there such a thing as a best mousetrap?

The trick to answering these questions is to understand a basic truth about solving problems 
in the real world: There is never one best solution to a problem. Whenever people are faced 
with a problem to overcome, there are a number of ways to arrive at a solution. And when 
deciding what solution is best, you are choosing the right balance between two things: criteria
 and constraints.

Criteria are the ways that you know your solution is working. People don't always agree on 
the same criteria, so if you're setting out to build (or buy) a better mousetrap, it's important to 
decide what you want the mousetrap to do for you.

Possible Criteria for a Better Mousetrap
· The trap should kill the mouse.
· The trap should catch the mouse, but not harm it. Don't hurt the mouse!
· The trap has to be very, very light.
· The trap can be as big as a shoebox, but it must fit under your kitchen sink.
· The trap shouldn't hurt any human who accidentally touches it.

Let's say that your goal is to catch the mouse, but you don't want to kill the mouse or hurt it in 
anyway. Instead, you want to put the mouse in a cage and bring it to school to show your 
classmates. It's easier to spot your ideal mousetrap, but you can't start building until you've 
considered all of your constraints.

Constraints are the things that stop you from doing whatever you want to meet your criteria. 
The most common constraint is cost. For example, some people would love to have a 
mousetrap that instantly puts the mouse to sleep, so they can safely move the mouse to 
another location without harming it. Unfortunately, this kind of technology is too expensive for 
the typical person to afford.

Possible Constraints on Building a Better 
Mousetrap

· It's very expensive to capture a mouse without harming it.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.




Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?

· The only materials that are available to build the trap are not as light as you would like.
· The only traps that can fit under your kitchen sink also kill the mouse.
· Traps that only harm mice and never harm humans cost at least $10 to build.

Another possible constraint is building materials. Maybe one of your criteria is that the 
mousetrap should be very light. However, if light materials like plastic are not available, then it 
might be very difficult to meet that criterion. The next best solution might be a mousetrap 
made of wood or metal.

When you're deciding which mousetrap is the best, you will always have to keep track of your 
constraints. You'll often find several different solutions, and each solution will fit a different 
combination of constraints and criteria. As a problem solver, your job is to decide which one is 
the best fit.

According to the United States Patent Office, over 4,000 people have tried to invent a better 
mousetrap. The misquoted words of Ralph Waldo Emerson are also used to describe the 
efforts of thousands of businesses, all of which are trying to write a smarter computer 
program, build a faster airplane, or make a better ice cream flavor to bring more customers to 
their doors. The promise of a better solution is something that many people try to fulfill every 
single day.

Think, though, about the last time you saw a mousetrap. Even if a hundred new mousetraps 
are invented every year, they're not always better than the ones that came before. At the end 
of the day, the criteria for a better mousetrap might be so simple there is no better solution out 
there. And the constraints of building a new mousetrap might outweigh any of the criteria you 
can think of for a better solution.

Build a better mousetrap, and the world might never notice.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.




Finding Solutions to Problems - Paired Text Questions
Building a Bridge · Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

Use the article "Building a Bridge" to answer questions 1 to 2.
					

1. What do Alex and Maria want to achieve by building a bridge?

2. What is one problem Alex and Maria face while they are trying to build their bridge?

Use the article "Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?" to answer questions 3 to 4.
					

3. There are a number of ways to solve most problems. When deciding which solution is 

best, what two things do you need to balance?

ReadWorks.org · © 2019 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Finding Solutions to Problems - Paired Text Questions
Building a Bridge · Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?

4. What is the difference between a piece of criteria and a constraint? Use information 

from the text to support your answer.

Use the articles "Who Needs a Better Mousetrap?" and  "Building a Bridge" to 
answer questions 5 to 6.
					

5. What was one piece of criteria that Alex and Maria required for their bridge? Use 

information from both texts to support your answer.

6. What was one constraint that Alex and Maria had to consider while building their 

bridge? Use information from both texts to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2019 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Editing Task 1 

Choose the correct word or phrase to fill in each blank in the passage. For each blank, fill in the 

circle before the word or phrase that is correct. 

Childhood Obesity, Prevalence and Prevention 

by Mahshid Dehghan, Noori Akhtar-Danesh and Anwar T Merchant 

 

1. Childhood obesity has reached epidemic levels in developed [ a countrys b countres 

c countries d country ]. Twenty-five percent of children in the US are overweight and 11% 

are obese. Overweight and obesity in childhood are known to have a significant impact on both 

physical and psychological health. 

 

2. The mechanism of obesity development is not fully understood and it is [ a believe 

b believed  c believable  d believing ] to be a disorder with multiple causes. 

Environmental factors, lifestyle preferences, and cultural environment play pivotal roles in the 

rising prevalence of obesity worldwide. In general, overweight and obesity are assumed to be 

the results of an increase in caloric and fat intake. 

 

3. On the other hand, there are supporting evidence that excessive sugar intake by soft drinks, 

increased portion size, and steady decline in physical activity have been playing major roles in 

the rising rates of obesity all around the world. [ a Consequently,  b Consequently 

c Alternatively,  d Alternatively ] both over-consumption of calories and reduced physical 

activity are involved in childhood obesity. 

 

4.  Almost all researchers agree that prevention [ a will be  b should be  c would be 

d could be ] the key strategy for controlling the current epidemic of obesity.  



Editing Task 1 Continued 

Choose the correct word or phrase to fill in each blank in the passage. For each blank, fill in the 

circle before the word or phrase that is correct. 

 

5.  Until now, most approaches have focused on changing the behavior of individuals in diet and 

exercise [ a .  b ?  c !  d , ] 

 

6.  It [ a seems however that  b seems however, that  c seems, however, that  d seems, 

however that ] these strategies have had little impact on the growing increase in the obesity 

epidemic. While about 50% of the adults are overweight and obese in many countries, it is 

difficult to reduce excessive weight once it becomes established. 

 

7. Children should, therefore, be considered the priority population for intervention strategies. 

Prevention may be achieved through a variety of interventions targeting built environment, 

physical activity, and diet. Some of these potential strategies for intervention in children can be 

implemented by targeting preschool institutions, schools [  a or b yet  c but  d so ]  

after-school care services as a natural setting for influencing the diet and physical activity. 

 

8. All in all, there is an urgent need to [ a iniciate  b initiate  c intiate  d inciate ] 

prevention and treatment of obesity in children. 

 





















FIFTH GRADE 

SUMMER 

The problem:  You are an engineer working for NASA on the   

future of transportation. As part of the engineering team you 

need to design a car that can only be powered by the force of 

a balloon.  

Your Goal: Using only the listed materials build a balloon  

powered race car that can travel 5 feet.  

Materials: Latex balloon, plastic bottle, plastic cup, cardboard, 

CDs, bottle caps, empty rolls of tape, wooden pencils, skewers, 

plastic straws, tape, paperclips, and rubber bands 



1 Ask 
What is the problem 

I need to solve?? 

2 EXPLORE
what are some ways 

to solve this problem? 

3 MODEL 4 create 
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO TO Let's build it!!! 
SOLVE THE PROBLEM? DRAW A 

PICTURE OF YOUR FINAL DESIGN. 

5 EVALUATE
DID YOUR MODEL SOLVE THE PROBLEM? 

6 EXPLAIN 
What can we do to make 

it better? 

I    need   to   design  a 
prototype... 

STEM Engineering process 



ASK

EVALUATE

EXPLAIN

   Model

             SUMMER STEM CHALLENGE

      Explore
How can you try to solve the 
problem?

What is the problem?

Draw a picture of your final
design.

Did your model solve the problem?

How would you change your design? How would these changes 
improve your design?



Summer 

STEM Challenge 

 

                       Did your model solve the problem? Explain one 

weakness and one strength of your model. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Picture of your design 



AcadeMir Charter School West 
14880 SW 26 ST Miami, FL 33185 

305-485-qq 11

www.academircharterschoolwest.com 

remind@) 

Search for: 

academir_ti gers 

Text @acswt 

To: 81010 

Receive announcements, reminders, and updates 

right to your phone! 

Important Dates: 

August 14th : 
2nd_5

th 
Grade Back to School Night 4 p.m.

August 15th : 
K-151 Grade Back to School Night 4 p.m.

August 19th:
First Doy of School! 




